
A gathering of  Routs Green 
neighbours ,  fr iends  and 
families, was held on Sunday 
6th October in the leafy 
Chilterns, to honour Scotsman 
Alistair Black’s achievement of 
the award of the Arctic Star 
medal. 

As a signalman he served 
aboard His Majesty’s destroyer 
Milne on Arctic Convoys in 
1943-4.  A flotilla of destroyers, 
armed with torpedoes and depth 
charges, helped to defend the 
merchant navy ships. 

Alistair Black has also applied 
for the Russian Ushakov medal 
to which all Arctic Convoy 
sailors are now entitled; to be 
awarded in due course by the 
Russian Government. 

  

Freezing cold conditions on 
board ship in the Arctic Sea, 
Greenland Sea, Norwegian 
Sea, Barents Sea, from Scapa 
Flow, to the Faroes, Iceland, 
to Murmansk, the convoys 
carried supplies, aeroplanes, 
tanks and munitions for the 
Russian Army fighting on the 
Eastern front at Stalingrad. 

During WWII, thousands of 
merchant seaman were killed 
or drowned at sea, during 
Arctic convoys.  Just a few 
minutes in these frozen oceans 
meant hypothermia and almost 
certain death. 
 
It’s probably very hard for 
today’s youngsters to begin to 
conceive of war on a world 
scale, let alone warfare in 
t hes e  e x t r em e A r ct i c 
conditions. 
 

Arctic Star & Ushakov Medal 

Mr Black was once Arctic White ! 
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Alistair Black answering keen questions from youngsters 
eager to learn more about the Arctic Convoys. 

Signalman Black joined up, 
as a young Scot, at the age 

of 17. 

The Ushakov Medal is now 
being awarded to all eligible 
Arctic Star veterans, courtesy 
of the Russian Government.   
 
It is named after an 18th 
Century Russian Admiral, 
Fyodor Ushakov who was 
Russia’s most successful 
admiral; he never lost a ship or 
a battle ! 

 
STOP PRESS ! 

 
Want to learn more about the 
Arctic Convoys ?   
Then visit the Russian Arctic 
Convoy Museum at Loch Ewe, 
Scotland.  Website http:// www. 
russianarcticconvoymuseum.co.uk 

That anchor cable must be in there somewhere ! 

The enemy beneath The enemy above At the Battle of the North 
Cape, sinking the German 
battleship Scharnhorst was one 
of the Royal Navy’s major 
successes. 

The Scharnhorst 

“Of all battlefields, the sea 
retains no trace of what 
passed upon its surface, nor 
of those who claimed it 
mastery.  Yet it was done 
and, for that alone, should 
not be forgotten”  
Richard Woodman 


